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the Lords spiritual! and temporal!, vnderstood by the Lords spiri-
tual!, the Archbishops and Bishops, as the most ancient inuested
Barrens (and some of them Earles and others Graces) of this land,
and therefore alwaies first in place next vnder our Soueraigne
King, Queene, Emperor and Empresse, Lord and Lady (for
there is no difference of sexe in Regall Maiesty). This being sos
and that by the lavves Armoriall, Ciuill, and of armes, a Priest;
in his place in ciuill conuersation is alwayes before any Esquire,
as being a Knights fellow by his holy orders : and the third of the
three syrs, which only were in request of old (no Barren, Vicount,
Earle nor Marquesse being then in vse) to wit, Sir King, Sir
Knight, and Sir Priest; this word Dominus in Latine being a
nowne substantive common to them all, as Dominus meus Rex,
Dominus meus Joab, Dominus Sacerdos : and afterwards when
honors began to take their subordination one vnder another, and
titles of princely dignity to be hereditarie to succeeding posterity
(which hapned vpon the fall of the Romane Empire) then Do-
minus was in Latine applied to all noble and generous harts, euen
from the King to the meanest Priest or tempo rail person of gentle
bloud, coate-armor perfect, and ancetry. But Sir in English
was restraind to these foure, Sir Knight, Sir Priest, Sir Gra-
duate, and in common speech Sir Esquire : so as alwayes since
distinction of titles were, Sir Priest was euer the second. And,
if a Priest or Graduate be a Doctor of Diuinity or Preacher al-
lowed, then is his place before any ordinary Knight; if higher
aduanced and authorised, then doth his place allow him a congie
with esteeme to be had of him accordingly."
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